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Amanullah sent the majority of his troops away
from Kabul to deal with the rebels, but there was
lurking in the hills, awaiting just such a chance, the
low-born bandit, Bacha Saquo, a brigand with a
lengthy cut-throat entourage with a reputation ex-
tending over many years of successful caravan rustling
and lucrative pilfering. He descended on the capital,
and though brought up short by fire from the walls,
invested Kabul, and commenced a reign of terror
such as no country had known before or since. In
the Arg Palace, Amanullah gave way to panic. He
endeavoured to communicate with his far-flung
troops, but found that the resourceful Bacha had cut
all the telephone and telegraph lines. He saw spies
everywhere, especially among the mullahs, and had
them executed. He made a pathetic attempt to
ingratiate himself in the good graces of the Kabulis,
but when he appeared before them they reviled him.
Now convinced that his people no longer wanted
him, Amanullah returned to the Arg, and with
candles as an illuminant, for by now Bacha had also
cut off the electric current, he decided to abdicate,
and hand the throne to his brother, Inayatullah.
Before abdicating, Amanullah took the useful pre-
caution of appropriating the court jewels and that
which remained in the treasury, and set out for
Kandahar by car, hotly pursued by Bacha. A few
miles from the capital the car became bogged, and
the pounding hoofs of Bacha's cavalcade came
perilously close. When almost within rifle shot, the
car was dug out, and Amanullah made good his
escape. Returning to Kabul, Bacha soon entered